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clpal finance under the stress of plague expenditure was threatened, and relief from the police charges was one of the liberal concessions made from provincial funds by the Government of Sir James LaTouche. In the matter of lighting there is little satisfactory result in the Indian towns, Kerosine oil, often of the poorest description,, is the illuminant used. In the Cantonments and the Civil Stations, as opposed to the Cities, a respectable attempt is made to light the roads, but even there the magnificent distances which separate one house from another preclude the struggling street lamp's misty light from performing any other office than that of rendering the darkness more visible. The magnificent distances also render any thorough schemes of street-paving or well - constructed drainage so expensive as to be prohibitive. The best roads consist of a strip of metal 9 or 12 feet wide, with broad alleys on either side of a depth of 2 or 8 inches of dust or mud, according to the moods of Jupiter Pluvius.
The charges of general administration and collection of taxes amount to nearly 7 per cent, of the expenditure. This is the average. In many municipalities the proportion is higher. Considering that the majority of the servants paid out of the salary bill are entertained primarily for purposes of tax collection, the proportion is high, and might with advantage be scrutinised and reduced wherever possible. The salary bill in many of the English municipalities